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The Writer
A new portable note-taker

Portable note-takers in recent years have been dominated by the popular AlphaSmart
devices. The Writer is similar to the AlphaSmart 3000 in terms of screen size (4 line
display) and overall size.  Like the AS 3000 it gives 300 hours from 3 x AA batteries and
weighs less than one kilogram.

But The Writer has some additional features:
- Instead of just 8 files The Writer has 8

folders, where documents are stored by name.
- It has a word processor, with creative

writing prompts, spell check and thesaurus.
- A daily journal with auto date and save.
- A text editing checklist.
- A keyboard instruction system with 116

pre-programmed lessons.
- Optional word prediction.

Text is transferred to a computer or printer via
an infrared receiver.  Text can also be downloaded to The Writer through the Send It
software.

The Writer sells for $435 (incl GST) complete with the word prediction option.
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Improved version of mouth-controlled mouse

New QuadJoy

The QuadJoy has been upgraded recently, with a whole
new design.  It works much the same as the previous
model, with very small mouth movement required and a
built-in sip/puff switch.  However it now has a scroll
function built-in, and supports 5 button functions.  It
comes with a flexible mounting arm and clamp.  Pointer
speed and double click speed are adjustable.  Both USB
and PS/2 are supported, with plug n play for both Mac and
Windows (no drivers are required).

The QuadJoy sells for US $750 (about A$1090) plus
shipping.  For an additional $250 you get the optional
joystick add-on, which enables the QuadJoy to function as
a games joystick. Purchases are made direct with the
manufacturer, through Ability.

Imation Disc Stakka
This is an interesting way of storing and retrieving your CDs and DVDs.  It is an
automated carousel that holds up to 100 discs. It is linked to your computer
via USB.  The OpdiTracker Disc Management Software records disc
information and allows you to search your collection by title, keyword or file
name.  The disc is then located and ejected from the Stakka, ready for you to
insert into your computer drive.  It doesn’t automatically load the CD, but it
does minimise handling of CDs and simplify storage and access.  It sells for
$199 at computer retail outlets.
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An old favourite gets better

Intellikeys USB

Intellikeys is a great device and deservedly popular.  Its great
strength is the fact that the slip-in overlays can be customised for a
variety of users, and also for an individual whose needs change.
The keyboard is light and robust, making it possible to transfer
between home and school.

The new USB version operates on both Mac and Windows
computers. The beauty of USB is that you can plug in the device
while the computer is running. Overlays now include a web access
overlay as well as a lower case text overlay. The new model also
features an on-off switch.  It sells for a discount price of $829 from Ability.

Prices drop!
Changes in distribution can often work wonders. We are pleased to announce the following
Ability price adjustments, arising from new distribution channels:

Microspeed PC-TRAC, Clear-TRAC, Kid-TRAC now $157!

Penny & Giles (now Traxsys) Roller Plus Joystick now $816!

Penny & Giles (now Traxsys) Roller Joystick II now $583!

Laser PC 6 now $635!
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MathPad functions as an electronic numbers processor that allows students to solve basic addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division problems directly on the computer.  It includes worksheets
covering these areas.  Students do all their own calculations.
MathPad is accessible by mouse, IntelliKeys, and switch.

MathPad Plus offers more power and options as students do higher
level computation. It offers the same functionality as MathPad, but
adds an exciting array of new features. Students can do addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division using fractions and decimals.
Worksheets include focus on fractions and word problems.

MathPad sells for a discount price of $150 from Ability; MathPad Plus
is $190.

SmartClick for Windows
R.J.Cooper have
announced a Windows
version of their SmartClick
automatic clicking
software, popular on the Mac. It enables the user to activate various clicks after a pre-set period,
rather than having to actually click a button.

Some of its distinguishing features include a customisable palette (you choose which buttons/
functions you want), re-sizeable palette and buttons, and a palette that automatically switches to
horizontal or vertical when you move it to the edges of your screen.  You can purchase Smart
Click on line from rjcooper.com for US$109.

MathPad and MathPad Plus
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The Universal Access capabilities of Mac OS X have been
enhanced by the introduction of a spoken interface for
those with visual or learning disabilities. It is built into
the Mac user interface rather than being an add-on
program.  It reads aloud the contents of documents like
web pages, mail messages and documents. It also
provides a “comprehensive audible description” of your
workspace and all the activities taking place on your
computer.  It also includes a set of keyboard
commands to drive the spoken interface; the keyboard
is used instead of the mouse. This means you can press
buttons, drag sliders, enable and disable check boxes,
select radio buttons, drag, scroll bars and other on-
screen commands by using your keyboard.

You can use a single voice for all spoken descriptions, or
assign unique voices to the six different types of
information the spoken interface can provide (commands; content; items descriptions; item types;
spoken menus and echoed text).  Each voice can be adjusted for pitch, speed and volume.  The
speech rate can even be adjusted while the spoken interface is speaking, enabling you to skim large
documents quickly, but slow down for important bits.

Apple Spoken Interface

Text Aloud
TextAloud MP3 is the exciting new program that converts any text into spoken words and MP3
files. It resides in your Windows tray, always ready to read aloud your text from email, web pages,
and documents. You can listen immediately, or save to .wav or MP3 files to hear later at your
convenience. Purchase direct from nextup.com for US$25, plus another $25 if you want the AT&T
Natural Voices sent to you on CD-ROM.  You can also download a trial version.
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The Voice Me is an inexpensive, trainable voice-activated remote control. It is
easy to set up and operate.  Commands are trained from an existing remote
control device, and voice commands are trained to trigger the commands.  Up
to 3 activities (three devices or three staged commands) can be assigned to
each voice instruction.  A maximum of 30 commands are supported.

The VoiceMe is not portable, but operates from mains power.  A wake up
command (two words) is used to alert the Voice Me to your next instruction.
Infrared signals are sent in three different directions simultaneously, up to a
maximum of 10 metres.  Speech commands can be received from a distance
of up to 5 metres.

Our testing showed that the choice of wake up and instructional command
words is critical.  Some trial and error will be involved, but a highly successful
outcome is possible.  We also explored using a Marmitek 8-in-1 remote device
to train X-10 commands into the Voice Me.  This worked perfectly, so that we
were able to turn on lights, operate fans and operate the front door, all by
voice (using an Infrared Mini Controller).  We were also able to use the Voice
Me in conjunction with the TS Phone and TS Phone Controller, to operate
certain telephone functions by voice.

At a price of $239, the Voice Me is cheap enough to have multiple units.  You
could have one for each room, or one dedicated to the telphone.  Or it could be
used to supplement another environmental control system.  It is not perfect,
but does provide a low-cost environmental control option.

Read our full review at www.ability.org.au and go to Hot News.

Voice Me
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From the Workshop - Tips and Tricks

Virus Protection reduction
Once upon a time you received a 12 month licence for Norton AntiVirus when you purchased a new
computer.  Now you receive only a 3 month licence, so if you forget to renew your subscription
(perhaps because you are happily exploring your new computer), you are instantly vulnerable to
virus attack.  We advise you to keep your virus protection up to date, as virus removal can be a
costly exercise to undertake after the event.

Ink Cartridges
Although the prices of ink jet printers have tumbled in recent years, not so the cost of ink cartridges,
which remain very high.  High cost is not the only issue however.  Our Hewlett Packard PSC 1210
multifunction printer started giving an “ink low” warning in October 2003... we were still printing
happily until April 2004! With some products, it is not possible to keep printing after the warning is
given:

... the high cost of Epson ink jet cartridges has its users protesting prices, and the company’s
marketing techniques, in court. Epson ink jet cartridges contain an “Intellidge microchip,” which
stops the printers from operating until the ink jet cartridge is replaced, even though “substantial
ink” remains in the cartridge. One suit filed late in 2003 claims that research shows the cartridges
actually contain up to 38 percent more usable ink after the Intellidge chip cuts them off

(from http://www.fightback.com/topical_two.cfm).

So be sure you count the cost of ink cartridges when you make your decision regarding an ink jet
printer - they will most likely cost you more than the printer itself, in a very short period.
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Ability
News

New research - Using Computers to Assist People with Brain Injury Gain Employment
This pilot study is being funded by the Motor Accidents Authority of NSW.

New project - Assisting Seniors with IT
This project is being funded by the NSW Department of Ageing, Disability and Home Care.  It involves
us conducting workshops for seniors in various rural locations, as part of our country trips, to show
them alternative computer input technologies.  We will also provide a loan pool of assistive devices.

Trips
Our next trip will be to Orange and Dubbo, in September 2004.  We will participate in the IDEAS Expo
in Dubbo on 18-20 September. Our earlier Southern Roadtrip (Nowra, Batemans Bay, Merimbula and
Cooma) was a great success.

Conferences
Graeme and Lynda attended the ARATA Conference in Melbourne and thoroughly enjoyed putting
faces to names, as well as exploring lots of new ideas and devices.

TRAINING DAYS
Following the success of our earlier training days, we are hosting two more days, as follows:

September 23 (Thursday):  Computer Access - Text Entry; Computer Access - Mouse Options
October 15 (Friday): Support Software; Environmental Control Options.

Participants will be able to select half days if they wish.
Please be early, as places are strictly limited.


